 CEUs in your home at a time of your choice!
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	Pre-Referral Self Study    $49.00
Featured product thru December 31 15% 0ff
	


	[image: image5.jpg]Pre-Referral Self Study

If trained second language acquisition
(SLA) professionals can be combined
with a pre-referral intervention process,
districts can more easily recognize
learner differences and devise
instruction that will meet specific
educational needs instead of relying
upon special education programs.





Format: ZIP file (containing PDF Self Study Documents and Forms)
   offered for 0.2 ASHA CEUs 
(Intermediate level, Professional area).
Click HERE for Self Study Instructions:
Pre-referral is a highly advocated as well as an effective procedure wherein a committee of professionals hopefully having been trained in second language learning, get together to discuss the aspects of the child’s functioning BEFORE a special education referral is officially made. This is called a pre-referral committee. An understanding of whether there may be interference from L1 to L2 is helpful and can be accomplished in such a setting. I myself have participated on many pre-referral committees and have modeled how this approach can be utilized. Committees need to consider if the second language learning process in essence is what is being identified as problematic..that is, are the characteristics of second language acquisition being misunderstood for symptoms of a language disorder? In order for this to occur, the understanding of any interference from the first language to the second needs to be documented. It has been reported that in general, the use of Pre-referral committees in various school districts has helped to reduce the amount of children referred to special education in over 80 percent of cases. The formation of the pre-referral committee should be carefully planned and strive to include those members of a child study team with training and background in second language acquisition. Access to information regarding features of the different languages represented in the community should be available. I have found that the extent to which staff have training in second language development is the extent to which the pre referral committee is efficient at weeding out children with linguistic differences from potentially truly language disordered children. To truly avoid needless referrals to special education, it is optimal for all members on a team to have access to this information regarding second language acquisition and differential diagnosis of difference versus disorder. This is where the most efficacy in avoiding needless referrals to special education could potentially occur and is why pre-referral is a powerful tool when used appropriately. It needs to include a component wherein parental interview is relied upon and the appropriate significance is placed upon it. Too often I have heard of situations wherein not enough emphasis is placed upon the role of parental input within a pre-referral setting. Parents of second language children are in a good position to provide information about second language acquisition and the quality of native language as well. This information does bear much relevance to the second language learning aspect of the child. Without parental input, the accuracy of the information needed in a pre-referral setting is potentially compromised. In many of my experiences parental input has made the difference between a characteristic of language being viewed as a possible sign of disorder versus a linguistic difference.
Learner Outcomes:
1. Define aspects of the pre-referral process that assist in reduction of inappropriate referrals to special education.
2- Identify stages of second language acquisition that need to be taken into account when convening in a pre-referral committee.
3- Demonstrate understanding of the benefits of interviewing the teacher, student, if appropriate and family in the pre-referral process.
4- Identify benefits of language augmentation versus speech therapy when a child is linguistically different. 
 

NEW SELF STUDY      $28.00             $22.00 now through October
The Ethnographic Interview: 
 A How-To in Eliciting Important Information about Diverse Children – Self-Study 

Ethnographic assessment is a viable alternative to the home language survey in the documentation 


of those sociolinguistic variables that impact language and literacy development of diverse children. This print-based self study explores the components of it and outlines the strength of it as well. Research based conclusions are offered about how this instrument can be used when working with minority children.

Learner outcomes:
Participant will become familiar with the benefits of ethnographic assessment over other forms of parental interview.

Participant will be able to identify key elements of the ethnographic interview as well as different ways it can be conducted.

Participant will be able to describe the benefits of this type of interview and how it impacts the differential diagnosis process of language difference and disorder.

Format: ZIP file (containing PDF Self Study Documents and Forms)
This self study is offered for 0.1 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area), .1 CEUS CT 1 contact hours for ACT 48 and AOTA. 

CEUs are based on attainment of learner outcomes.  Participants must complete the self-study, pass the assessment test with 80% accuracy and complete the evaluation form to receive credit. 
Recommended Courses For: [image: image6.png]
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Speech Language Pathologists
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  OTs/OTAs
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Special Educators
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General Educators 
Go to SLLLC.org for more information. 



	


